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A SON IS BIRTHED 

Roy Ralph  

 

Isaiah nine, Matthew one, and Luke two have a lot to 
say about the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. Revelation 12 
is a chapter that has a lot to say about another birth, a very 
important spiritual birth. Let us look at this chapter verse by 
verse, realizing that the Book of Revelation is a book full of 
symbols, types and shadows. To understand what mystery 
God is concealing (Pro. 25:2) we must look at the different 
symbols in this chapter. Some of these symbols are easy to 
understand and there are books that relate the meanings of 
various symbols, giving the various places where the 
symbols are used to verify their meaning. Therefore, we will 
not try to establish all symbols but will try to give some 
scripture references as much as possible for you to examine.  
 

THE VISION BEGINS 
 
Rev 12:1 “And there appeared a great wonder in 

heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:” Notice 
that there is a great wonder in heaven, in other words it is 
seen in the heavens and not necessarily on earth. It takes 
heavenly vision to see this great wonder or sign as other 
translations call it. It is a sign to whom? Those with heavenly 
vision see it as a sign and know that something great is 
about to take place. This is not seen with the natural eyes 
but only with heavenly vision. The scene explained here is of 
a woman, which is a type of the church (Eph. 5:23-27, 32; 
Rev. 21:2; 2 Cor. 11:2) and she is clothed, not naked (see 2 
Cor. 5:3). She is clothed with the sun with the moon under 
her feet and she has a crown of 12 stars. These are all 
heavenly objects so it is a heavenly or spiritual reality. The 
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sun is that which gives light and life and the moon reflects 
that light. The stars are also lights in the heavens but they 
are lesser lights and since there are 12 of them as a crown it 
symbolizes the apostolic government or authority of heaven. 
The sun speaks to us of the sun of righteousness that arises 
with healing in His wings, (Malachi 4:2), which is the Lord in 
all His glory. The moon is a dead planet in the natural, which 
controls the tides of the ocean and seas. Thus it could 
symbolize those that have gone on before us that still reflect 
the glory of the Lord by their past lives. They have become a 
part of our foundation and aid us by giving added direction 
and incentive in our lives as we live for Christ. (See Hebrews 
chapters 11 & 12.) 

 
Rev 12:2 “And she being with child cried, travailing in 

birth, and pained to be delivered.” The woman, or church, 
has experienced something stirring within her for some time 
that has been declaring new life. At times it has caused her 
pain, struggling and discomfort, wondering what has 
happening within here. There is both wonder and confusion 
because this is something new and what will it look like, how 
will it look to others that don’t understand? Now this new life 
within has brought her to a point of travail as she is 
experiencing the last stage of the actual birthing. Her crying 
is her intercession and it is what the church is beginning to 
do as never before. There is a new awareness of the 
importance and power of prayer as the rest of the church 
begins to realize there is something new and alive within her.  
 

A SECOND WONDER 
 
Rev 12:3 “And there appeared another wonder in 

heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.” This 
dragon is said to be the Devil in verse nine but notice it is 
another wonder or sign that appears in heaven. Again it is a 
spiritual reality and is not necessarily seen in the natural 
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realm. This dragon has seven heads, which are recognized 
as the seven mountains of culture: religion, family, 
education, government, media, arts and entertainment, and 
business. The dragon having the seven heads and seven 
crowns means he has authority and power in all seven areas 
of culture. The number 10 speaks of the law and horns 
speak of power so he uses law to exert his power and 
authority.    

 
Rev 12:4 “And his tail drew the third part of the stars 

of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for 
to devour her child as soon as it was born.” The tail of this 
dragon or the effects of the dragon caused a third of the 
stars or those who were heavenly minded to be cast down to 
the earthly realm. These are those that knew the Lord or had 
ministries that are now no longer able to minister in the 
realms of heaven as effectively as before. The things of life 
have caused them to lose their vision and purpose. There is 
something happening spiritually that requires them to leave 
the realms they were in. They are still saved but they do not 
have the vision, understanding or authority to take part in 
what God is now doing. (See Lev. 16:17; Eze. 44:10-14). 

 
Now this dragon is before the woman ready to devour 

the child when it is born. This is a reference to the children of 
Israel in Egypt as God was birthing a child to bring Israel out 
of bondage. It is also a reference to Matthew chapter two as 
Herod tries to kill the “King of the Jews” by killing all the 
babies in Bethlehem. We can also see this today as the 
Devil has promoted the abortion of babies throughout the 
world to try to stop the growth of the Body of Christ. (This is 
an example of his use of the law but isn’t the only place 
where he uses the law to accomplish his means.) He knows 
his time is short and there is a “sign”, a “wonder” that is 
taking place in the heavenly realms of God so the devil is 
endeavoring to devour that child before he can be birthed.  



4 
 

THE CHILD IS BIRTHED 
 
Rev 12:5 “And she brought forth a man child, who 

was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne.” Out of this woman or 
church comes a man child that is to rule all nations with a 
rod of iron. Some have tried to make this about Jesus 
coming once again, yet Hebrews 9:25-28 teaches us that 
Jesus came once and will not come again in the same 
manner. He will return, but not as a child. To understand this 
we must look at Daniel seven especially verses 13-22 and 
Hebrews 12:1. In Daniel there are several references to 
“One like the Son of Man” that comes with the clouds of 
heaven and “they”, the clouds, bring Him near the Ancient of 
Days (God). Psalms 68:34-35 and Hebrews 12:1 helps us 
understand that the clouds are the cloud of witnesses that 
have gone on before us. This Son of Man that is brought 
before the Ancient of Days by the cloud of witnesses is the 
One that has dominion and that all nations, peoples and 
languages should serve Him. It says His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion. This is speaking of the Lord Jesus. 
However, verse 18 says the “saints of the Most High shall 
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever.” 
Then verse 22 says that judgment is given by the Ancient of 
Days (God) and that judgment was in favor of the saints and 
they possess the kingdom. So this child that is birthed by this 
woman is a many-membered child also called the sons of 
God in Rom. 8:14-19, that is to rule the nations. Look also at 
Genesis 1:28; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; John 
17:21-23. This will also be confirmed when we get to verses 
10-12.  

 
When the child is birthed it is caught up to God and to 

His throne. Jesus is already in heaven so again this is not 
speaking of Jesus. It is speaking of those that are caught up 
into the presence of the Father as Paul speaks of in 2 
Corinthians 12 and John speaks of in Revelation 22:8-9. It is 
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speaking of those that begin to fulfill the destiny God gave to 
Adam in Genesis 1:28, to “be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 
moves over the earth.” Adam was given the job of subduing 
and having dominion over all that God had created. That 
means ultimately having dominion over the earth and all that 
fills the sky, over all that moves on the earth. This is not 
political dominion, but the theocracy of God (Isa. 9:6-7) 
having control over all creation through the many-membered 
man that He created and then formed, (Isaiah 43:1-2; Jn. 
12:25-26; 1 Cor. 15:49).  

 
Rev 12:6” And the woman fled into the wilderness, 

where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days.” After the church gives birth to this many-membered 
son, she flees into the wilderness to a place that God has 
prepared for her. (John 14:2) This place is referred to as the 
wilderness. The wilderness is a reference to the time when 
the children of Israel came out of Egypt. What was the 
purpose for taking the children of Israel into the wilderness? 
It was to teach them who their God was and to remove 
Egypt from them. They had come out of Egypt but Egypt was 
still in them, which is why they wanted to return to Egypt. In 
other words, the church is taken into a place to teach them 
and to “feed” them the Word of God in such a manner that 
they separate themselves from all that Egypt or the world 
means. They become totally separated from the things of the 
world and are able to conquer all enemies as one unit just as 
Israel was able to do after their time in the wilderness. This 
wilderness is not a literal location but a spiritual one in which 
the church, those not a part of the son that was birthed, are 
taken and fed to learn greater truth and purpose of God. Not 
everyone that is saved is a part of this son that is birthed. 
Jesus spoke of the harvest of 30-fold, 60-fold and 100-fold. 
Some are content to remain in a relationship of salvation and 



6 
 

escape Hell, while others are not content with this; they want 
more. This is seen easily in the days when Jesus walked on 
the earth. There were those of Israel that were content with 
life in general, those who followed religious traditions as the 
Sadducees and the Pharisees, and then there was Jesus 
and later the apostles. 
 

WAR ENSUES 
 
Rev 12:7 “And there was war in heaven: Michael and 

his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought 
and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was there place 
found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast 
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him. 10 And I heard a loud 
voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his 
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night.” When the 
child is born and the woman, the church, flees into the 
wilderness, to that place prepared by God, a mighty war 
breaks out. Michael and his angels fight against the Devil 
and his angels or demons, and the Devil is cast out of 
heaven and cast into the earth where he has greater ability 
to deceive the nations. He is not in a form that we can see 
him physically, but does reign in the hearts and lives of 
people.  

 
However, verse 10 says that as this happens there is 

a loud voice in heaven saying that salvation, strength, the 
Kingdom of God and the power of His Christ has come. In 
Luke 10 there is the account of Jesus sending out 70 into the 
various villages where He was about to go to proclaim the 
Kingdom of God. Then in verses 17-20 the 70 return 
rejoicing and Jesus says: “I beheld Satan as lightening fall 
from heaven. Behold I give unto you power to tread on 
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serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” This could 
be a prophetic word that has yet to come or it could be 
expressing the reality that Satan has already been cast 
down into the earth. Later Jesus tells us that all power and 
authority has been given to Him and that we are to go and 
teach all nations to observe His commands and He will be 
with us and will never leave us. This implies that He has 
given us the authority over all things and we are to use that 
authority to bring others to Christ, teaching them to observe 
His Word. (See Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:49; 
Acts 1:5, 8). Perhaps part of the deception that has taken 
place is that the church is impotent and unable to overcome 
him. According to the Scripture we have the authority to not 
only overcome him and his lies but to bring others into 
relationship with Jesus Christ even to begin to rule over all 
things in life as well. The power of Christ is being evident 
today. The next verse tells us how we overcome him.  
 

Rev 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death.” This says there are three 
things that are important to overcome the works of Satan. 
First is the blood of the Lamb. This is receiving Jesus as our 
personal Savior, knowing Him as the ultimate sacrifice for 
us. Second, is by the word of our testimony. The giving of 
our testimony is vital. The basis of the Greek word for 
testimony has a meaning of “do it again.” Therefore when we 
give a testimony it is speaking into the heavenly realms and 
asking God to do it again. The testimony could be of our 
salvation, being filled with the Spirit, a healing or miracle that 
God did for us, or whatever God has done in and through 
you or even another. Giving that testimony is asking God to 
do it again. The third thing is that those that overcame the 
Devil didn’t love their lives. They were willing to give their 
lives for the sake of the Kingdom of God. This may mean 
actual martyrdom but it definitely means forsaking our will 
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and submitting to His. In John 15:13 & 14 Jesus is speaking 
and says, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you.” We recognize this as Jesus 
foretelling what He was about to do for us, but we must also 
see that it applies to us. We are to lay down our lives, our 
wills, thoughts, imaginations, to hear His voice and to follow 
after Him. It is when we live by the Spirit of God that we have 
victory overcoming sin and the deception of the enemy that 
comes to our lives and to the world. (Rom. 8:10-14; 1 Cor. 
15:22, 31,36) We are to be a people that changes the ways 
of the world. As stated before, we are to disciple the nations 
teaching them the ways of God. This can only be 
accomplished as we walk in the Spirit of God doing as He 
directs. (Rom. 8:14) 
 

REJOICING AND WOE 
 

Rev 12:12 “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that 
dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the 
sea for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” Notice 
the heavens and those that dwell in them are told to rejoice. 
Those that dwell in the heavens are the sons or the child that 
was birthed through the woman. These live in the heavens 
but also on the earth. In John 3:13 speaking to Nicodemus 
Jesus says: “No one has ascended to heaven but he who 
came from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in 
heaven.” Jesus is saying that He was on the earth but also in 
the heavenly realms. He was the only one that came from 
heaven, was on the earth and yet was at the same time in 
heaven. He also said several times that He and the Father 
were one. That means He knew the thoughts and intents of 
the Father. He was constantly in touch with the will of the 
Father. So when John says to rejoice ye heavens and those 
that dwell in the heavens he is not speaking of those that 
have gone on before. He is speaking of those that have 
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been birthed through the church to live as Jesus did. Jesus 
said we are to do the works of God just as He did and even 
greater. In the prayer of Jesus in John 17, verse 18, says 
“As You (speaking of and to the Father) sent Me into the 
world, I also have sent them into the world.” For what 
purpose? To do the greater works, (John 14:12-14; Luke 
7:28). Luke 17:21 says the Kingdom of God is within us and 
it is the works of the Kingdom of God through the people of 
God that know Him that will do exploits, (Daniel 11:32). They 
have great reason to rejoice and they do so because they 
have experienced a birthing into a greater realm of the Spirit 
than even they thought was possible. They begin to do the 
works of Jesus and finish His work. In Luke 4:18-19 when 
Jesus was quoting Isaiah 61, He only quotes part of that 
prophecy. He quotes the first verse and part of the second 
verse yet there is a lot more that follows. That is the part that 
we are to finish and as Isaiah 61:6 says we will be named 
the priests of the Lord, the servants of our God.  
 
 So who are those that inhabit the earth? First, they 
are the ones that do not know the Lord. Second they are 
also the ones that have known the Lord but do not have a 
strong relationship with the Lord. They may be saved and 
may even say they are filled with the Spirit, but do not give of 
themselves to walk in total relationship with Him. They love 
their life and do “what is right in their own eyes” Judges 
21:25. (Also remember Lev. 16:17). But the verse in 
Revelation 12 says “woe” to them. Why? Because the Devil 
has come down to them and they have been deceived. They 
don’t realize they have accepted the deception, the “laws” of 
the Devil as being acceptable instead of standing against 
them to see righteousness upheld. Also the Devil has great 
wrath because he knows his time is short and he is doing all 
he can to deceive the church and to destroy it. Look at the 
next verse.  
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Rev 12:13 “And when the dragon saw that he was 
cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child.” The Devil is cast into the earth and 
begins to persecute the church. Isn’t that what is happening 
today? The church has found that laws are being established 
to try to limit its ability and influence. Yet, at the same time 
other religions are being accepted as though they are right 
and honorable. If someone in business won’t fulfill a request 
by a customer they are taken to court, yet if a business 
owner of another religion refuses to accept the order it is 
understood and accepted. In fact most people wouldn’t even 
try to go against the beliefs of the other religions. It is only 
the Christians that are being persecuted, condemned in the 
media, taken to trial and forced at times to either do what the 
customer wanted or lose their business and pay huge fines. 
All because the government uses the existing laws of 
discrimination, influenced by the Devil, against the Christians 
that dare to stand up to their beliefs.  
 

WINGS OF AN EAGLE 
 
Rev 12:14 “And to the woman were given two wings 

of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into 
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent.” This is when the 
woman, the church flees into the wilderness, that place that 
God prepared for her. The wings of a great eagle, is 
speaking of the Spirit of God that takes the church into the 
place of safety where the Word of God is fed to her. In 
Exodus 19:4 God says to the children of Israel, “You have 
seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on 
eagle wings and brought you to Myself.” They weren’t 
literally on the wings of eagles, but God’s protection and 
provision was there. Thus it is for the woman, the church, as 
they are taken into a place of safety and provision. Psalm 
91:1 says: “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most 
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” Israel 
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was actually out in the open yet protected, fed, and taught by 
the Spirit of God through Moses. They were abiding in the 
secret place of the Most High and most of them didn’t realize 
it. The church will also find themselves in the secret place of 
God, though some of them won’t realize it either. Yet, many 
will begin to understand, will walk in truth and in the 
presence of God.  

 
A FLOOD OF LAWS 

 
Rev 12:15 “And the serpent cast out of his mouth 

water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to 
be carried away of the flood.” Ephesians 5:26 shows us that 
water is a type of the Word. That can be seen in both ways 
as the word of God or the words of the Devil. In this verse it 
says the serpent, the Devil, casts out of his mouth water or 
words, laws, that he might cause the church to be carried 
away or destroyed. (Remember the seven crowns and ten 
hours?) This is to remove the influence of the church from 
the world. The Bible says we are the salt of the earth but if 
the salt loses its flavor or ability to change the flavor of what 
it is placed on, it is cast out and trodden upon. The Bible also 
says we are the light of the world and if the light within us is 
darkness how great is that darkness (Mat. 6:23; Luke 11:35). 
As long as the church remains salty and lets the light of the 
Gospel shine there is hope for the world. (See Colossians 
1:9-12). Yet, the Devil is doing all he can to try to change the 
laws and customs of the world especially to hinder the 
church. That includes bringing many false religions into 
prominence to try to persuade not only the world but 
Christians to leave the faith of Christ. But we can remain 
faithful and stand firm in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
become a part of that child that is birthed from the woman 
knowing that there is help on the way.  

 
Rev 12:16 “And the earth helped the woman, and the 

earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which 
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the dragon cast out of his mouth.” This isn’t speaking of the 
natural earth having a great earthquake and opening up a 
large crater to swallow up some large body of physical 
water. It is speaking of the earthly individuals that receive all 
that the Devil has to say. This helps the child and the church 
because it shows the difference between what is right and 
what is obviously sin. The church is beginning to come to 
realize the deceit of the Devil and the laws that have been 
enacted to try to destroy the church.  

 
Rev 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the 

woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of God, and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.” The problem with the earth 
swallowing up the flood is that the Devil now begins to make 
war with the seed of the woman. However, that man-child 
keeps the commandments of God, they have the testimony 
of Jesus and they are victorious over the enemy. (Refer 
once again to verse 11 and to Rev. 19:1-9; 20:4; 22:12-14). 
The Devil goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he 
may devour (1 Peter 5:8). However, the victory belongs to 
the Lord Jesus Who defeated the Devil and Who is bringing 
forth another “son” that comes forth in the image and 
likeness of Jesus, doing the works of Jesus and greater 
works because He lives within this other “son”.  
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Your continued contributions are greatly appreciated.  All 
messages are mailed out as the Lord supplies from those 
receiving these messages. We hope this message has 
blessed you and that you will pray for us. 


